Miscellaneous Travellers

slightly to mitigate the gravity of the defi-
ciencies which requirements of space impose,
the present chapter, which deals with a number
of less important names, is added. The records
of these travellers are., in general, eminently
interesting, but their value as evidence for the
political and social condition of India in their
tune is slight when compared with that of their
better-known contemporaries.*

A considerable mass of miscellaneous evi-
dence with regard to Bengal is available in the
records of some of these less important writers.
Among those who visited Bengal in the reign
of Aurangzib were Wouter Shouten and
Nicholas de Graaf (the two Dutch travellers),
Thomas Bowrey and Mr (afterwards Sir)
William Hedges. Wouter Shouten was a Dutch
captain, who, in the course of his commercial
voyages, touched at most of the chief ports of
the East Indies, both in the islands and on the
mainland of India, and, in addition, sailed a con*
siderable distance up the Ganges. He was in the
East from 1658 to 1665. Shouten was a faithful
observer and an interesting writer. Of him the
author of the Histoire Generale des Foyages\

* I need make no excuse for omitting all mention of the famous traveller
Peter Mundy, who paid his first visit to India (in the East India Com-
pany's service) in 1628, and his third and last in 1655. AH those who are
Interested in the story of Indian travel must rejoice that his volunjinous
MS. is being edited for the HaHuyt Society by Sir R. C. Temple. Publi-
cation has already begun, but till the completion of that great work any
discussion of Mundy must be difficult and unsatisfactory,

t Tome si, 264.

239